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capacity to exist And the limits to the growth of a nation's
power, thus defined, are significant also of the limits within
which other factors, such as the common feeling of nationality,
long political and intellectual association, may form the basis
of political unity.

It is a well-known fact that the modern political common-
wealth of nations, which in this latest form, that of a social
balance of power, is largely the product of this century and
of a reaction against the last great attempt to found a world-
empire, has not always kept within the above-mentioned
limits. With the avowed purpose of maintaining European
order, many of the great Powers have felt called upon to
interfere even in matters affecting the internal constitution
of other states. The latest step towards securing complete
equality of rights here is the express rejection, by all the
great Powers, of the fundamental principles involved in such
a policy of intervention. This leaves the social system of
nations free to follow exclusively its proper objects, the
protection and furtherance of the common interests of
civilisation.

It is impossible as yet to trace to their ultimate con-
sequences the moral advantages of this highest form of
civilised community, which is also, of course, the freest form
yet instituted by humanity. An immediate result, though
rather a negative than a positive one, is the greatly increased
possibility of finding an amicable settlement where interests
conflict But there is another consequence of greater moment
for the permanent common life of humanity. This is the
powerful impulse given in all directions towards realising
the positive ends of civilisation in material and intellectual
intercourse. Among all the special consequences of the
establishment of an international commonwealth, which need
not be enumerated, there is one of the highest value. Such
a concentration of the forces of civilised nations brings about